5 Steps for Dealing With Difficult Relationships

Step #1 Pray For God’s Wisdom And Power

“If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you
for asking.” James 1:5

“I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe
him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place
of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.” Ephesians 1:19

Step #2 See Them As God Sees Them

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Step #3 Do What Is Loving But Define Love Correctly

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another.” John 13:34

“Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them.” Romans
12:14

“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they
listen to you, you have won them over.” Matthew 18:15

Step #4 Keep God First In Your Life

“But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said,
“Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her
to come and help me.” But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset
over all these details! There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has
discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:38-42

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1

Step #5 Remember… Change Takes Time

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” James 1:2-4

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind
toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted
you, in order to bring praise to God.” Romans 15:5-7

