Ways of The Wise

Series: Christmas Stories

“Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews?” Matthew 2:2

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and have
come to worship Him.”

When King Herod heard this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had assembled all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.

“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd
of My people Israel.””

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and learned from them the exact time the star had appeared. And sending
them to Bethlehem, he said: “Go and search carefully for the Child, and when you find Him, report to me, so that I
too may go and worship Him.”

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them
until it stood over the place where the Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with great delight. On
coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother Mary, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.

And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they withdrew to their country by another route.”
Matthew 2:1-12

1. Follow God’s Direction

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and have
come to worship Him.”” Mathew 2:1-2

“The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace.” Romans 8:6



“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from
the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not
become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Galatians 6:7-9

[They were asked] “where Christ was to be born. ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is what the
prophet has written’...” Matthew 2:4-5

2. Make Christ Your Primary Pursuit

“...Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? We
saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.’ ... The star they had seen in the east went ahead of them
until it stood over the place where the Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with great delight. On
coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother Mary, and they fell down and worshiped Him.” Mathew
2:1-2, 10-11

“As I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of
Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set
on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ...” Philippians 3:18-20

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit.” Romans 14:17

“Everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ... I want to know
Christ...” Philippians 3:8, 10

3. Respond In Worship

“...The star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stood over the place where the Child was. When
they saw the star, they rejoiced with great delight. On coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother
Mary, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of
gold and frankincense and myrrh.” Matthew 2:9-11



“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into
the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small
copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has
put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in

everything—all she had to live on.”” Mark 12:41-44

What Do I Have To Give?
- Time
- Talent
- Personality
- Voice
- Spirit
- Resources
- Belongings
- Relationships



