
The Characters Of Christmas
Series: Christmas Stories

Mary
Mary Faced The Fear Of Inadequacy

“Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. ‘Don’t be afraid,
Mary,’ the angel told her, ‘for you have found favor with God! You will conceive and give birth
to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. And he will reign
over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!’ Mary asked the angel, ‘But how can this
happen? I am a virgin.’”  Luke 1:29-34

Joseph
Joseph Faced The Fear Of Disapproval

“This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to
Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man
and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly. As he
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. ‘Joseph, son of David,’ the
angel said, ‘do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived
by the Holy Spirit.’”  Matthew 1:18-20

The Shepherds
The Shepherds Faced The Fear Of Sudden Change

“That night some shepherds were in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly
an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord's glory surrounded
them. They were terrified, but the angel said to them ‘Do not be afraid!’”  Luke 2:8-10

King Herod



King Herod Faced The Fear Of Losing Control

“Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some
wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the newborn king of the
Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.’ King Herod was deeply
disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem.”  Matthew 2:1-3

Zechariah
Zechariah Faced The Fear Of Being Disappointed

“While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the
right of the incense altar. Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him.
But the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife,
Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John.’”  Luke 1:11-13

How Can I Replace My Fear With Faith?

1. Surrender My Life Completely To God!

Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant, and I am willing to do whatever He wants.”  Luke
1:38

2. Stop Listening To The Voices Of Fear!

“For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.”  Romans 14:38

3. Fill My Mind With Music That Praises God!

Mary’s Song of Praise “With all my heart I praise the Lord!  I am glad because of God my
Savior… He cares for me… God has blessed me… God All-Powerful has done great things for
me… His name is holy… He always shows mercy to everyone who worships Him…”  Luke
1:46-55



4. Believe That God Will Do What He Says!

Elizabeth said to Mary, “You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what He
said.”  Luke 1:45


