
All In For The Win! 
Series: All In 

 
 

A Comparison Of Competition & Life – 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
 
 

What Does It Take To Win? 
 
1. It Takes Desire: I Must Want To Win  
 

“Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one gets the prize? So run to win!”  
1 Corinthians 9:24 (NLT) 

 
2. It Takes Discipline: I Must Be Willing To Train 
 

“All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win…”  1 Corinthians 9:25 (NLT) 
 
“Lazy people want much but get little, while the disciplined are prospering.”  Proverbs 13:4 (LB) 
 
 
3. It Takes Direction: I Must Focus On The Goal 
 

“I run straight to the goal with purpose in every step. I fight to win. I’m not just shadowboxing or 
playing around.”  1 Corinthians 9:26 (LB) 
 
“An intelligent man aims at wise actions, but a fool starts off in many directions.” Proverbs 17:24 (LB) 
 
“I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to 
reach the end of the race…”  Philippians 3:13-14 (NLT) 
 
 
4. It Takes Determination: I Must Not Give Up 
 

“I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after 
preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.”  1 Corinthians 9:27 (NLT) 
 
“I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ 
Jesus, is calling us.”  Philippians 3:14 (NLT) 
 
“Let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us 
run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the 
champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting Him, He endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame. Now He is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. Think of all the 
hostility He endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give up.”  

Hebrews 12:1-3 (NLT) 
“We can win with God’s help.”  Psalm 60:12 (NCV) 


